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Gm JX^ylor's Novel Task: 
To Be Military Statesman 




By David Lawrence 



gainst attack. 

Kennedy’s Need 



July 11 ■ — Something experimental and 
51 La^be^n^dded to the executive system of the United 
:es ^Sfe'SfW-.. stateman in the White House alongside a 
civilian'; FgLsi || TvL ' 

_ Th «^ miHtary circles, here and abroad, there is 
w idespr^|£c|rlos i ty, if not, spme concern, as to how the new 
arrange*® will work- oui Wjll it eventually mean a single 
military cmer for the J|ni|edt States reporting directly to the 
President? Will it mean a n.pw supervisor of the whole defense 
operation, both civilian and military? 

These questions' have arisen 

because President Kennedy has phasis on nuclear war has re- 
selected Gen. Maxwell D. T^y- s^ted in neglect of ground, 
or, formerly gfrid of Staff of haM and air forces which are 
the Unite 4 States Army, to p^§d "conventional” and which 
se y ve “L. a s P ec i a l P os t at the would be used in the event that 
White Kouse cohering duties nuclear warfare were * ever 
which h^ve never before been banned by international agree- 
entrusted to any single military ment. 

^ raa :?* „ ' President Kennedy, however, 

Naturally, in the armed serv- decided to appoint Gen. Taylor 
ices themselves there is a bit of primarily because he needed at 
worry ; as to what phanges will his Me some one with a mili- 
come, Assurances have been ta®f>ackground. President Ei- 
|givei^offtcially by the President aen&ower didn’t need such a 
’ "Joint .Chiefs of Staff rnffc, as he himself had had 
have direct access to this .experience in World War 
r Jhat the presence of II and' throughout his lifetime i 
„jamn of the Joint hi the military service. BjjLMr 
& National Security discovered in connect 

meetings will not be in tion. with tHe CubaJOJlnyasion 
& of less importance that $ was dif®JtKcQhC£nr 
jj| tr ^tp on an operation its inf- 

raj Influential “ this proved jjfebe and 

m&m- . . , . . y e t *1JW on the noj-aia) busl- 

practical point ness of the government, 
rep. Taylor |s bound : €& Taylor’s task, in serving 
Jie most influential th&. President, is likely to be 
gyshaping of military ohf ot examination of the*re 
poiicy. Ports^ that come <frorn all 
lomy* while the De- sour^s . in the government as 

UlAir ' a er^t +»,« 


I™ ommiy, while the De- ™ 

parfcmep^ of State can express they ( a$fect the military 
Its views on what ought or probably will have little or 
ought not to be foreign policy nothing to do with arms pro- 
from a diplomatic standpoint, ductioh or the Defense Depart- 
all too often the final decision me|it as such. But he undoubt- 
rests upon wh$t military -forces edjy ^ifl act as the principal 
are available to back up ^eci- adviser of the President on de- 
sion and 4vftaf militaryplob- ffeW^pbliby and.^S sense 
lems may be introduced; If ft wilT W somewhere in between 

certain decision is made.. % Ihe Secretary of Defense and 

General Taylor is an® - the Presidenkwhloi; comes 
standing military man.^He has to brbad questions of policy- 
the respect ot his £j$§|u£s, making. This is much to be 
H? also is thoroughly familiar preferred over the system 
with the work of the, Jcint whereby the Secretary of De- 
Chiefs of Staff, because he fense enters into a constant 
served on it and met certain debate with the Secretary of 
frustrations there. : sfl^as to what should or 

Rivalries between the armed should not be defense policy ' 
services are due to a variety of witji nobody to decide differ- 
causes, but the principal one is ences .that arise between them 
the amount of financial jrecog- ™ T ^ 

(nition given to each service ^ Job 

Gen. Taylbr s jbb basically 


111 lA a. MftJUtOUJ 

will be to co-ordinate the views 
of all those concerned with the 


through Congressional appro- 
priations. The fear that one 

service will be given more me 

money, and hence will be per- mmtary services as well as with 
mitted to do more things, is diplomatic side, but the 
usually held by each service ** na * decision upon the recom 
chief. The functioning of the mendations he makes will, of 
Joint Chiefs of Staff has not c ? urse > be up to the President | 
been as satisfactory as the himself. Mr. Kennedy, on the 
sponsors of the legislation had ot . her hand, will feel better off 
hoped when this system was witil an expert analysis of all 
officially created by Congress ^he information on a contro- 
just after World War II. . versial subject than he would 
But, eve* during the last if he tried to make the deci- 
war, the Joint Chiefs, though sion af ter listening himself to 
not an official body, partipipat- the contending parties, 
ed informally in conferences Fears and suspicions that all 
with the President, who as this will make a change in the 
Commander-in-chief made the functions of t.ha Joint Chiefs, 
final decisions. Problems aris- will continue for a while,, and] 
ing in a "cold war” are very much will depend on the exact 
different from those in a hot manner in which Gen. Taylor 
war. The strategy that must be performs his duties. It will be 
followed in order to avoid a up to him to win the confidence 
"shooting war” is often more of the Joint Chiefs, as well as 
complex than the military of the Secretary of Defense and 
opera ions involved in defend- Secretary of State, in his job 


I as Liaison man between all of 
these services and the chief 
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